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SUBJECT: QUERY BY CORRESPONDENT ON USE OF POUCH FACILITIES 

1. EMBASSY RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL FROM PARIS JANUARY 19 FROM 
ONE BERNARD KAPLAN, WHO IDENTIEIED HIMSELF AS CORRESPONDENT OE 
HEARST NEW SERVICE. KAPLAN, CITING "DISSIDENT CIRCLES" IN PARIS, 
INQUIRED ABOUT ALLEGED EMBASSY POLICY "INSTITUTED PERSONALLY 
BY AMBASSADOR TOON" PROHIBITING EMBASSY PERSONNEL AND OTHERS 
WITH ACCESS TO EMBASSY EROM TRANSMITTING BY "DIPLOMATIC POUCH 
OR OTHER CHANNELS" "ANTI-SOVIET MATERIALS OR OTHER LITERATURE 
CONCERNING DISSIDENT MOVEMENT." KAPLAN ASKED IE EMBASSY HAD 
ANY COMMENT ON FOREGOING. 

2. EMBASSY OEFICER DECLINED TO DISCUSS MATTER WITH KAPLAN OVER 
OPEN PHONE LINE. INSTEAD, WE PROPOSE EOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE 
WHICH, WITH DEPARTMENT'S CONCURRENCE, WE WOULD USE IN RESPONDING 
TO ANY LOCAL RPT LOCAL INQUIRIES ON SUBJECT: 

"THE DIPLOMATIC POUCH IS A PRIVILEGED CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATIONS 
BETWEEN GOVERNMENTS AND THEIR DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS OVERSEAS. 

AS A MATTER OE PRINCIPLE, WE DO NOT INTEND TO DISCUSS WHAT IS 
OR IS NOT TRANSMITTED VIA THIS CHANNEL, BUT WE CAN STATE THAT 
NO RPT NO SO-CALLED 'POLICY' HAS BEEN INSTITUTED WHICH MATERIALLY 
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AEFECTS OR CHANGES THE NATURE OE ITEMS WHICH HAVE HERETOEORE 
BEEN ACCEPTABLE FOR TRANSMITTAL BY POUCH." 

3. IN SPECIFIC CASE OE KAPLAN, HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE EMBASSY 
PARIS SHOULD PASS ON GUIDANCE. AS GENERAL PRINCIPLE, WE FEEL 
THIS IS SUBJECT DECIDEDLY INAPPROPRIATE EOR DISCUSSION OVER 
MEANS OE COMMUNICATION UNDOUBTEDLY MONITORED BY SOVIETS. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


4. REQUEST DEPARTMENT RESPONSE ASAP, WITH NOTIFICATION TO 
EMBASSY PARIS RE PARA THREE ABOVE. 

MATLOCK 
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